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INTRODUCTION 


Some time ago I was asked to speak on the radio. It was just 
before Easter. I prepared seven addresses from the fifteenth chapter 
of First Corinthians. There was so much demand for them that I 
decided to have them printed and send them forth to do what ever 
good they can do. 


I have decided to dedicate this pamphlet to all of our boys and 
girls in service around the world. I would like for a copy of this 
pamphlet to be placed in the hands of everyone. I believe there is 
something here that will give them a real lift. 


I want to acknowledge the kindness and help of Mrs. Fred Brengle 
and Mrs. Gertrude Crane, in the preparation of this pamphlet. 
T. J. B. 


Momas Pieni 


And yet we are told that these Corinthian people heard Paul gladly 
and received the gospel willingly and lived by it. It surely was not 
easy for them to give up their religion and embrace a new religion, 
but they were so impressed with Paul and his Christian religion that 
they turned their backs on their old traditional religion and followed 
Jesus. 


Paul preached his gospel with power, conviction and with deci- 
sion. Many of the Corinthians believed on his name. The scripture 
says that, “They were saved by the gospel and that they should keep 
in memory what I preach unto you.” They are saved from eternal 
destruction. They are saved from being banished from the presence 
of God. By being saved they can enjoy the fragrance of heaven and 
the rewards that go along with it. 


Paul says that, “I was the last one to see Christ and to receive 
this gospel.” Sometimes we wonder where he saw Christ and when 
he received this gospel. He saw Christ on his way to Damascus when 
he was stricken in the road, and from this hour he was different and 
went at once into training to preach the gospel to the Gentile world. 


When he was in Jerusalem as a young Jewish Rabbi he saw some- 
thing in this Christian religion that made him wonder what there was 
about it that was so different from the Jewish religion. He had seen 
the Christians persecuted and still they would cling to their new 
found faith. They seemed to have something that made them really 
happy. 

When Paul witnessed the stoning of Stephen in the Holy City he 
noted something there that was so unique. He saw a light on Stephen’s 
face and heard his words describing a beautiful scene in heaven. This 
scene that he heard Stephen describe never left him. He was the one 
factor that spurred Paul on to Damascus to persecute the Christians 
and try and find that feeling. 


When he was converted in Damascus, he went at once down into 
Arabia for study and meditation. He wanted to analyze this new 
religion, since Christ had called him to be one of his preachers. He 
wanted to learn more about Christ and his doctrine so he studied in 
Arabia for some three years. When he leaves Arabia he goes to 

erusalem to where the apostles are to learn more about Jesus and his 
task as a preacher. We are not told how long he was with the apostles 
but it was long enough to get his bearings and get set for his great 
ministry. He was destined to be a great power for Christ and his 
Kingdom, for once when he got his bearings and his feet set, he moved 
on and out for Jesus. 


Somewhere along the way in his new experience he found a new 
faith in God and Christ. This faith increased as he grew older and as 
he suffered for the cause of righteousness. He suffered and sacrificed 
a great deal as he went about over the country preaching and estab- 
lishing churches. All of his suffering and sacrifice was not in vain 
for he was victorious in the end. His suffering and sacrificing seemed 
to give him power to go on and on; from victory to victory. 


Paul was proud of the gospel he preached. He preached over and 
over again the facts of the gospel. He was convinced that it was the 
only gospel and the only message of righteousness. 
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The heart of his message was “That Jesus Died For Our Sins.” 
If Jesus had not gone to the cross men would still be in their sins and 
have no promise of an eternal home in heaven with the loving 
Eternal Father. Christ, by dying, atoned for our sins; He was the Lamb 
of God that was sacrificed on the altar so that we might be free again. 


He was buried, placed in a tomb to await the resurrection day. 
That resurrection day for Jesus was the third day. That third day 
was a great day in the life of man and the history of the world. It was 
a victory day for every soul; it was a day of triumph for God. 


When Jesus came forth that morning, He burst the death bars, 
and came forth to conquer death and the grave and to be the first 
one to be raised from the dead. He brought life and immortality to 
light, and assured all, of a life beyond the grave. Since Jesus con- 
quered death and the grave we are not afraid to die. Death now is 
another experience in the universe of God. His body and His spirit 
were raised to assure all of us a happy reunion of body and spirit. The 
empty tomb of Jesus paved the way for implicit faith in the second 
life. 


There were so many evidences of His being alive after His resur- 
rection. He was seen so many times. He was seen by Peter, James, 
the twelve apostles at once, and then by more than five hundred peo- 
ple at once, and then last of all He was seen by Paul as one born out of 
due time. And so, Paul wants to convince the Corinthians and all 
of us that the gospel which he received and which he preached was of 
divine origin and would live forever. It is living and growing in 
interest and usage with the coming years. It will ever continue to 
unepease because Christ is at its center. Believe it and follow it unto 
the end. 


PAUL WAS VERY HUMBLE 


“For I am the least of the apostles that are not meant to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace which was bestowed upon me 
was not in vain, but I laboured more abundantly than they all, yet 
not I but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore whether it 
were I or they so we preach, and so ye believed.” I Cor. 15:9-11. 


Shall we pray: 


Our Father we thank Thee for this morning. We thank Thee for 
the rest and refreshment of last night. We were tired last night but 
we are rested and ready for the day’s work. May Thy spirit guide us 
today all the way. We want to do something for Thy cause and bene- 
fit. We thank Thee for Jesus who died on calvary that we might have 
life eternal. We bless Thee for this plan of salvation where man can 
be saved. May all of us embrace Thy religion and covet thy spirit and 
lend our influence to Thy cause. We pray that Thou shalt forgive us 
of our sins and shortcomings. Make us strong as we walk by Thy side, 
Bless our boys and girls in the government service wherever they 
are. We pray for the early close of this terrible war. May we be 
humble, kind, gentle, considerate and Christian in our attitude towards 
our fellows, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 


Our theme this morning is “Paul Was Very Humble.” 


In this Paragraph Paul wants to talk about himself. Sometimes it 
is a good thing to stop and try to analyze ourselves, to see just who 
we are and how much ability we have and just what we are doing. 
Perhaps not enough of us stop and take stock of ourselves and we 
do not know just how strong we are or how weak we are. We have 
seen people trying to do certain things that we knew that they were 
not capable of doing. We have seen others refraining from certain 
duties, and we knew that they were capable and equipped to carry 
on but some way they would not; maybe they were too timid or re- 
luctant to step ahead or just too lazy or maybe felt a lack of confi- 
dence in their ability. 


Jesus had selected twelve apostles at the beginning of his min- 
istry. He selected them to carry on after his going away to heaven. 
He lost one of the twelve; Judas from Jugea. Another was selected 
by the apostles to take his place. Later on Paul was selected by Christ 
to be an apostle to the gentiles and to carry on amid great trials of 
suffering, heartaches and finally death. Paul accepted this assign- 
ment and set out to be all that was expected of him. 


I think that Paul felt very humble in the presence of the other 
apostles because they had lived with Jesus and had heard of His 
sermons and had seen all of His miracles and had heard all of His para- 
bles. Since he was selected a long while after Jesus’ death, he felt 
that he was the least of all the apostles. Perhaps he thought that he 
did not have as much authority as the other apostles, at least he knew 
that he had not had as many experiences with Jesus as the other 
apostles and many of the people to whom he would minister, but he 
had grace in his heart and that did mean a great deal in preaching the 
gospel and establishing the church. 


He felt sometimes, that he was not worthy to be called an apostle. 
My experience with Jesus has been so limited and my knowledge of 
him has been limited, but I am willing to go and give the best I have 
to his cause. That was the best spirit that he could have. When one 
is willing to give all he has to accomplish a certain feat, that is all 
that is required of anyone. The main thing is that he shall give all 
he has and not just such a little portion that it is rather invisible. No 
matter who we are or what we do, we should make it the rule of our 
lives to give the best we have always no matter where or what it is. 
When we give our best then we have conquered. 


I think Paul was one of those men who was really consecrated to 
the cause of righteousness as found in the Old Testament and then 
later to the cause of Christ as found in the New Testament. 


When he was a young Jewish Rabbi he fought against the church 
and its members. He did everything he could against the church to 
thwart its program. He persecuted its members. He had many of 
the members thrown into prison but the church went on growing and 
helping people. No matter what Paul tried to do to the church the 
church went right on growing. Perhaps seeing the various expres- 
sions of happiness on their faces caused him to think seriously about 
Christianity and this helped him later when he became a Christian. 
Paul was a man who was dynamic in his way. He was a forceful 
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speaker. He was daring in what he believed. No one group could 
persuade Paul to do things that were wrong. Paul stood on his own 
feet as to righteousness and justice. That was why he could say at the 
very end of his career that “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness which the righteous Judge shall give me at that day 
and not to me only but unto all of them that love His appearing.” 


In one of Paul’s sermons to the people of Corinth he said, “I am 
what Iam. No one can persuade me to preach any other than the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. No one can persuade me to live any other 
life except the Christian life that I find in Jesus. I am the same 
wherever you find me, no matter the day or the hour. I am not one 
person today and tomorrow someone else. I am the same every day.” 


I think that everyone enjoys knowing people who are the same 
wherever you meet them. Some people are moody; some can not 
control themselves. When they are with one crowd they are like that 
crowd and do as that crowd does. I know a man that is so change- 
able. When he is with somebody who belongs to the upper class as to 
leadership and money he never sees anyone else or speaks. Asa result 
cf this double attitude he has very few friends, as one would naturally 
expect. No, Jesus wants all of his children to be the same to every- 
one all the time. 


Paul said, “Jesus did not bestow his grace upon me in vain. For 
ever since the Damascus experience I have been living as a real genu- 
ine Christian. Living as a real sincere, genuine Christian as Jesus has 
given me power and grace as a Christian. Every Christian can have 
this power and grace.” 


It was not an easy task to go from country to country preaching 
a new doctrine of religion and converting people from their pagan 
ways. When we read about the success that Paul had on his journey 
we know that he had a great deal of power and this power had to 
come from his great faith in his Christian religionand his Saviour. 
He was well armed as he went about the country, armed with the 
gospel and implicit faith in Christ. 


He must have had a striking personality along with his message. 
He must have been very friendly with people. Wherever he went he 
left in his path a church; a group of believers in Christ. Christ must 
have made his heart tender and warm for all men and women every- 
where, especially to those who embraced this new Christian religion 
and were followers of Christ. 


Christ will fill our hearts with love and grace if we will permit 
Him to come in and live with us. It is great to be a Christian and 
share in this grace and love of God. 


Paul wants to justify his apostleship somewhat by saying, “That 
he laboured more abundantly than they all.” Perhaps Paul traveled 
farther than any other apostle. Maybe he preached to more people 
than any other apostle. One of the reasons was that he was removed 
from Jerusalem. He was far away from the hot bed of hate and 
persecution of the church. He could travel with a bit more freedom 
and preach with more freedom. Paul seems to have been interested 
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in organizing the people into churches; this made his work stronger 
and more effective. He moved out and on among critics and persecu- 
tors; it made no difference to him. He preached as long as he lived 


This is a fine thought for us, for we need to give all we have to the 
living and preaching of the gospel. We will have critics, but why 
should they turn us from our duty? We should have our eye set on 
Christ and that is all that matters; all else is of little consequence. 


Paul’s last statement is, “That Jesus is preaching through me.” 
In other words, “I am receiving the gospel message from Jesus and 
giving it to you Corinthians and to all the World.” Paul is the 
medium, the channel through which Christ preaches to the world. 
So let us lend ourselves to him for this day, and for every day. 


THE CORINTHIAN QUESTION OF OBLIVION 
AND NO RESURRECTION 


“Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead, how 
say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have 
testified of God that He raised up Christ: whom He raised not up, of 
so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is Christ 
not raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are per- 
ished. If in this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept.” I Cor. 15:12-20. 


Shall we pray: 


Our father we thank Thee this morning for another new day where 
we can breathe the air of freedom. We thank Thee for our free Ameri- 
ca. May she ever be free and the land of the free. May we always be 
able to have the right to worship God as free Children of Thine. Oh! 
God we thank Thee for Paul who was daring, courageons and faithful 
unto the end. We thank Thee for his life, faith and messages of hope. 
Our father bless our people today, they have such a heavy burden to 
carry. Some who have boys and girls in the government service. 
Others have their boys wounded and still others whose boys have 
gone to the other world. God bless our churches and ministers of 
our city and land. May we give the best for this day and for every 
day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 


This morning we want to discuss the third section of this fifteenth 
chapter of I Corinthians. It has to do with the question of the im- 
portance of Christ’s empty tomb. 


The center of the Christian religion is the fact that Jesus is alive 
again. He died, was buried in Joseph’s new tomb and on the third 
day He bursted the bars of death and came forth conquering both 
death and the grave. He gave power and direction to His messages 
because of His empty tomb. 
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When the disciples and townspeople found the tomb of Jesus 
empty they were assured that Jesus was truly the son of God. This 
started at once this new Christos movement which developed into the 
great christian movement. 


When we preach Christ today, we are duty bound as Christians 
to preach that Jesus is still alive after His resurrection. When the 
evidences of His resurrection are presented, the gospel and Christi- 
anity cannot be denied. 


Paul had been in Corinth for quite some time, preaching and bap- 
tizing the believers and organizing them into a church. Many of these 
people were of Greek extraction, if not Greeks. When they were 
converted and became Christians they still held to some of their for- 
mer beliefs. 


The Greek people believed in a materialistic philosophy that was 
harmful to their beliefs in a future life, especially a conscious immor- 
tality. They must get rid of this materialistic philosophy in order to 
build a strong church and one that would be helpful to all of its mem- 
bers and friends. 


These Greeks would meet in the church on Sunday and other 
days and discuss their various beliefs as to a future life. The domi- 
nant note that was sounded among them was, that after all was said 
and done, this life is the end of all. They were causing a great deal 
of trouble and strife in the church. The close followers of Paul and 
Jesus were saying that Jesus arose from the dead and is alive today 
and the others were saying and claiming vigorously that Jesus never 
was raised from the dead. The discussion had grown into a big 
church fight. 


It looked for a while as if the church would be divided and split 
into several divisions and perhaps ruin the church. -It seemed that no 
one there in the church could do anything with the contending fac- 
tions. The church was in a bad way, as any church is when the 
members start quarreling among themselves; when the church mem- 
bers start fussing among themselves or having trouble with their 
minister, that church is due for a fall and a backward step. The com- 
munity in which the church stands becomes disgusted with the whole 
situation and it is right that they should for if there is any group of 
people that should get along with one another without fussing among 
themselves or fussing with their minister, it is the Christian people; 
if they can’t, who can? 


Far too many churches have lost their power and influence in 
the community just because of two or three factions wrangling with 
one another or one group wrangling with the minister. It is always 
a shame when factions form in a church. It is always a sorry day 
when those lines are drawn, because on that day when those fac- 
tions start wrangling with one another is when they start losing their 
grip in their community. It ceases to be the kind of a church that 
Christ wants it to be. It ceases to be a Christian church; it has be- 
come.a church of the world that fosters hate, deception and unfair 
tactics. That kind of a church never can mean very much for good 
in the community. Its members can’t get along with other members 
or with the minister; let them go where they can be happy and get 


9 


along with the people. If the minister can’t get along and be happy 
then let him change and go where he can be happy; again that is 
Christianity. When members and minister quarrel and church mem- 
bers quarrel among themselves, they create a shameful and sinful 
situation, that only the devil endorses. God withdraws from divided 
and quarreling churches, and right that he should. 


Some of the people at Corinth went to see Paul about the Corin- 
thian church division. They told him the whole story and that this 
church was surely in a bad way. They told him these materialistic 
philosophers were breaking down the church with their philosophy 
that “Man would never live again.” They were teaching that death 
was the end of man. That when man was placed in the tomb and the 
tomb closed that was the last that we would ever see of him—no resur- 
rection—no immortality—no etnernal life. 


Paul, then wrote this fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians and 
sent it back with these people from Corinth and asked them to read 
this chapter to all the church assembled. These people went back to 
Corinth and called the people together and read this letter from Paul 
to them. When they heard this letter read, they studied the letter for 
a while and then returned to their home to ponder what they had 
heard in the church that day. This was really the last of the contro- 
versy over the resurrection of the dead. Paul with his logic and pow- 
er knocked their whole case and argument once and for all out of 
court and from that day on the Corinthian church had peace again. 


Paul is saying here that the whole plan of salvation is based on 
the empty tomb. If we take away the empty tomb we have taken 
away the heart and power of the Christian religion. When the resur- 
rection of Jesus is gone or any one who has died in Christ, the Chris- 
tian religion becomes like any other religion whose cause is empty. 
Paul wanted to be sure and drive that stake deep into the soil so it 
could never be lifted out and then through all the ages to come man 
could believe in an immortal life beyond the grave, and could work, 
sacrifice and even die for this faith and hope. 

To prove his point, Paul indicated that Jesus was alive after His 
death and burial. He said, “I saw Him alive; He was seen of the 
twelve apostles, He was seen by five hundred at one time and many 
of them are still living.” And last of all he said, “He was seen by me 
as one born out of due time.” Paul very carefully inserted these above 
lines to assure all mankind that the Christian church is built around 
a living Christ and the Lord that we worship is alive, for His tomb 
is empty. He is alive because He was seen by such a large number of 
people since His death, and they say that He is alive. 

Paul claims that if Jesus is not alive then our preaching is vain 
and we are yet in our sins. If we are yet in our sins then we need 
not preach any more and there is no need for the church with all its 
expenses. When man dies that will be the end and all the rest is 
just talk, that is, if Christ did not rise from the tomb. Then we will 
all perish in the end. This is unthinkable. The human mind cannot 
think of death as ending all. It is not natural for the human mind to 
think of man dying and never coming to life again. 

There is something in man that tells him there is something else 
for him somewhere. Man seems to be a kindred spirit to one divine; 
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one all powerful; one invisible and one his father. Man’s kindred 
spirit seems to seek that something that is; a paternal spirit. “In the 
beginning God created man after His own image and breathed the 
breath of life into his nostrils and man became a living soul.” Since 
that day man has known God in a way that is hard to explain. When 
plants and flowers are set in a window or by a window they will lean 
towards the sunshine, because they receive their life from the sun- 
shine, so man’s soul leans toward the divine, invisible father and God 
of the universe who is Lord both of heaven and earth, because man 
receives his life from God and man needs to depend upon Him for 
strength and power to live. 


So the empty tomb means a living Christ and immortal life for 
all mankind. 


THE CASE FOR THE RESURRECTION 


“For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, ever so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in his own order; Christ the first fruits; after- 
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end, 
when he shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, ever the 
Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power. For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet. 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For He hath put all 
things under His feet. But when He saith all things are put under 
Him, it is manifest that He is excepted, which did put all things under 
Him. And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the 
Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, 
that God may be all in all. Else what shall they do which are baptized 
for the dead if the dead rise not at all? And why stand we in jeopardy 
every hour? I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, I die daily. If after the manner of men I have fought with 
beasts at Ephesus what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? 
Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die. Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good manners. Awake to righteousness, and 
sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your 
shame.” I Cor. 15:21-35. 


Shall we pray: 


Our Father may we bless Thee for this new day with its oppor- 
tunities and privileges. We thank Thee for another day to live and 
work. We thank Thee for Thy church which has stood all of the 
storms of all centuries. We thank Thee for the joy of worship in 
Thy church. We pray that as we read the word of God, that Thy 
spirit may be upon us and direct our minds and our thinking aright. 
We pray that as we read this chapter this morning, this chapter deal- 
ing with the resurrection of Jesus and man, that our faith will be 
increased and that we shall find real comfort here. Help us to really 
understand that if a man die he will live again in another world that 
is eternal. 


Oh! God we pray for everyone in our city this day. There are 
many here who have never had a break; we pray that Thou wilt bless 
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them. Those in sorrow and grief and those who carry such heavy 
loads on their souls. Then we pray for our holy week services . Oh! 
God may we be able to inspire these people to a new sense of duty 
unto their church and their God. “Awake to righteeousness, and sin 
not; some have not the knowledge of God I speak this to their shame,” 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 


This morning we continue through the fifteenth aes of I Cor- 
inthians. May I talk a little more about the resurrection this morn- 
ing? Perhaps the new life in preparation for death and the resur- 
rection is a very important subject but no more important than the 
“Immortal Reality” beyond the grave. “By man came death and by 
man came also the resurrection from the dead.” 


Paul has reference to the life of Adam and Eve in the Early Gar- 
den. They were placed in the midst of plenty of food, happiness, and 
security, but they were not satisfied with their status, so when they 
were tempted they followed the advice of one who had been rejected 
by God and cast out of heaven to a lower region. This evil character 
visited man in his garden and out of hatefulness and revenge tempted 
man to disobey God’s words and wishes. When man looked upon this 
evil character, couched in a form that seemingly was harmless, he 
listened to his story and pleading. 


His story was, that if man would only eat of the fruit of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil he would be wise like God. This evil 
character said, “God does not want you to eat of this fruit from the 
tree of knowledge because he knows that at that very moment you 
eat of this fruit, you will become as wise as he is and that he does 
not want, so he has asked you, and forbid you, to eat of this fruit from 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil.” 


God had said in the beginning that the very moment that they 
should eat of this fruit they would die a spiritual death. The evil 
character said, “Yes, I know that he has said to you that you will die 
but you surely won’t die. God is rather jealous of his power and wis- 
dom and therefore He is guarding it very carefully; surely you will 
not die.” 


As a result ‘of this argument with the evil character, man did 
eat of the fruit and did die a spiritual death; up to this time no death 
had ever been recorded. If anyone of God’s creations had died his- 
tory does not record it but from this point on there was trouble, strife, 
heartaches, misfortune, sorrow and murder in the world. So “By man 
came death.” They were ready to be driven out of the garden and 
banished forever from that real paradise. 


Some provision had to be made for these lost people. They were 
lost to everything and even Christ and God. So when God led them 
to the gate that led to the outside world, where they must from this 
dav forth eat bread by the sweat of their face, he gave them a lecture 
and a promise. His promise was that some day a saviour would be 
sent into the world to redeem the fallen man. So “since by man 
came death and also by man came the resurrection of the dead.” It 
seemed as if God wanted to develop a people, a race, through which 
his redeemer could be brought to the world. This would take a long 
time. This would mean many centuries of suffering, but this was 


12 


—> 


the plan and the plan was carried through until Jesus came. 

Nearly 2000 years ago this promise was fulfilled in the coming 
of Jesus as our Saviour. With Christ’s coming and His going away, 
He made it possible for man to be redeemed. He fulfilled the prom- 
ise of God to Adam and Eve—that some day a redeemer would make 
it possible for man to rise again to God. 


In this section of the chapter, Paul talks much about Jesus’ 
resurrection. Jesus, when He was here living, preaching and healing, 
was our very fine example of Christian living. He was the symbol 
of love. He said,“If you have seen Me you have seen the Father for I 
and the Father are One.” He was placed in the tomb of one of his 
friends. He could not stay there very long, so He arose and walked 
among his friends and disciples. Then He was our example in love, 
forgiveness and in coming from the tomb. If God could raise his son 
Jesus He can raise us from the dead also. So He came forth, the first 
from the tomb but all who follow will come forth from the tomb when 
the judgment day shall come. We shall all come out of our tombs 
no matter where they are and be ready to stand before the high court 
of heaven. This resurrection will not come until Gabriel blows his 
born at the very end of time here on earth. No matter where we are 
or how we have been put away we will hear the horn and come forth 
with a new body that is divine and will live forever. 


This cannot come about until God has fully conquered the en- 
emy. He must put down all rule and power of authority, then will 
come the end of time and the resurrection and the judgment. 


It seems as if there are a number of enemies to man and God. 
The last enemy is death. That too must be conquered. Jesus has con- 
quered death when He came forth to live again and is now alive. Jesus 
conquered death by showing us just what it really is. It is a change 
from earthly life to the divine life. 


It is great to know that Jesus has conquered death, especially when 
we are near death’s door, or when our loved ones pass to their re- 
wards. If we had no hope, surely we would be men most miserable. 
The hope and assurance that is expressed in the twenty-third Psalm 
gives us comfort in death and sorrow. Job could say, “If a man dies he 
wil! live again.” 

Paul has something to say about those who have been baptized 
into Christ. Those who are baptized into His name shall be raised in 
Wis likeness. They are to have the promise of another life that is 
eternal. I wonder if that passage infers that those who have not 
made their peace with God will never be raised in His likeness or 
perhaps will not be raised at all! Maybe, we should be sure that we 
will be raised and obey Christ; embrace His religion, attend His church 
and support His cause. I am quite sure that when Jesus gives us 
certain qualifications for eternal life, that He intends to hold fast to 
those qualifications. Therefore, it behooves everyone to find out just 
what those qualifications are and how to comply with them. 


I think Paul is saying, “Why should I sacrifice if there is no 
life after this one. I did suffer at Lystra, for there I was stoned nearly 
to death; I was beaten with rods; I was in prison in Phillipi; I was 
shipwrecked and spent a day and a night in the deep; and I fought 
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improbable to him as the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, 
When he saw the kernal laid in the ground; when he saw it decay; 
when apparently it was returning to dust he would ask, how can 
these be connected with the production of similar grain? Are not all 
the indications that it will be totally corrupted and destroyed? Yes, 
says Paul, this is connected with the hope of the harvest, and this 
fact should remove all the objection which is derived from the fact 
that the body returns to its native dust. The idea is that there is an 
analogy, and that the main objection in the case would lie equally well 
against the acknowledged and indisputable fact in the other. 


The objection was that the body died and returned to dust and 
could not, therefore, rise again. The reply of Paul is, you may make 
the same objection to grain that is sown: that dies also. The main 
body to the kernal decays. In itself there is no prospect that it will 
spring up. Should it stop here and had you never seen a grain of 
wheat grow, had you only seen it in the earth, as you have seen the 
body in the grave, there would be the same difficulty as to how it 
would produce other grains, which there is about the resurrection of 
the body. 


The main body of the grain decays that it may become food and 
nourishment to the tender germ. Perhaps it is implied here also that 
there was a fitness that men should die in order to obtain the glorious 
body of the resurrection in the same way as it is fit that the kernal 
should die, in order that there may be a new and beautiful harvest. 


“And that which thou soweth,” you sow one kernel which is to 
produce many others. They shall not be the same that is sown. 
They will be new kernals raised from that, of the same kind, indeed, 
and showing their intimate and necessary connection with that which 
is its own. It is implied here that the body which will be raised will not 
be the same in the sense that the same particles of matter shall com- 
pose it, but the same only in the sense that it will have sprung up 
from that; will constitute the same order, rank, species of being, and 
be subject to the same laws, and deserve the same course of treat- 
ment as that which died, as the grain produced is subjected to the 
same laws and belongs to the same rank, order, and species as that 
which is sown. And as the same particles of matter which are sown 
do not enter into that which shall be in the harvest, so it is taught that 
the same particles of matter which constitute the body when it dies, 
do not constitute the new body at the resurrection. “But bare grain,” 
mere grain; a mere kernal, without any husk, blade or covering of any 
kind. Those are added in the process of reproduction. It was not 
only the grain that should be produced, but it was without the ap- 
pendages and ornaments of blade, and flower, and head of the new 
grain. How could any one tell what it would be so in the resurrection? 

God gives to the seed sown its own proper body, formation, and 
growth. The work body here, as applied to grain, seems to mean the 
whole system, or arrangement of roots, stalks, leaves, flowers, and 
kernals that start out of the seed that is sown. This means that such 
a form is produced from the seed sown as God pleased. Paul here 
traces the results to God, to show that there is no chance and that it 
did not depend on the nature of things, but was dependent on the 
wise arrangement of God. There was nothing in the decaying kernal 
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itself that would produce this result; but God chose that it should be 
so. There is nothing in the decaying body of the dead which in itself 
should lead to the resurrection, but God chose it should be so. 


God will give in the resurrection to each one the kind of a body 
that he shall choose although it will be doubtless in accordance with 
general laws. “And to every seed its own body.” That which ap- 
propriately belongs to it; which it is fitted to produce; which is of 
the same kind. He does not cause a stalk of rye to grow from a grain 
of wheat; nor of maize from barley; nor hemp from lentils. He has 
fixed proper laws, and he takes care that they shall be observed. 
So it will be in the resurrection. Everyone shall have his own: his 
proper body, a body which shall belong to him, and be fitted to him. 
The wicked shall not rise with the body of the just, or with a body 
adapted to heaven, nor shall the saint rise with a body adapted to 
perdition. There shall be a fitness or appropriateness in the new 
body to the character of him who is raised. 


The argument here is designed to meet the inquiry how should 
the body be raised, and it is that, there is nothing more remarkable 
and impossible in the doctrine of the resurrection, than in the fact 
constantly before us, that grain that seems to rot sends up a shoot or 
stalk and is reproduced in a wonderful and beautiful manner. In a 
manner similar to this, the body will be raised. Paul is able by this 
illustration to show the plausability of the resurrection of the body 
since it is so like the coming of a new plant from the old kernal and 
plant. If one is possible, surely the other is also possible. 


“All flesh is not the same flesh.” “With what bedies do they 
come?” There are many kinds of bodies, they are all different. While 
they are all bodies, yet they partake of different qualities, forms, and 
properties. It is not absurd to suppose that God may transform the 
human body into a different form, and cause it to be raised up with 
somewhat different properties in the future world. There is a vast 
difference here between the bodies of human beings as well as there 
is a vast difference between animal bodies. It is not too much of a 
stretch of imagination of man to think that our bodies will be of 
different material over there, for there they will be beautiful and 
perfect. It is not so much how we look, it is that we are raised and 
given a body so we can be seen and see. As we are seen we will be 
recognized. God will give everyone a body as it has pleased him: 
and that body shall be like his. This new body will be divine and 
perfect. Nothing will effect it, for it will be divine. ‘We shall know 
as we are fully known.” 


THE CONTRAST OF THE NATURAL BODY AND 
THE SPIRITUAL BODY 


“And it is written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not 
first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that 
which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second 
man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also 
that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such:are they also that are 
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heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. Now this I say, brethern, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; neither doth cor- 
ruption inherit incorruption.” I Cor. 15:45-50. 


Shall we pray: 


Our father we thank Thee for the holy Scripture, we deem it a 
holy privilege to be able to read it and preach it and interpret it to 
others. May it be a lamp to our feet and a guide for us all. We thank 
Thee for Thy love, and we pray that we shall be worthy of Thy love for 
us. We bless Thee Oh! God for the plan of salvation. Without this 
plan of redemption we would be lost in darkness and sin, we would 
be without any promise or hope. May we feel the challenge of this 
hour in the world and try to be equal to the task of helping people and 
of making Thee known everywhere. Oh! God may we all rally to the 
cause of Christ in our city. During “Holy Week” may we give our 
best to Thy cause through Jesus name—Amen. 


Our theme this morning is “The contrast of the natural body and 
the spiritual body. 


“The first man Adam was made a living soul. The last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit.” 


Here we must not forget that Paul is still talking to the Greeks 
in Corinth. They are philosophers and they are brilliant and they 
have raised the question about the plausability of man ever living 
again after he once dies. Paul is trying to convince them that it is 
possible for man to die and then be resurrected again the sarne as 
Jesus and others who were raised from the dead. 


Adam was God’s first man. God created him especially for his 
benefit. God wanted someone or some creature in this new creation 
to bear his own image so he created a creature in this new creation 
to walk upright, gave him intelligence, and reasoning power, gave him 
the faculty to speak and to think for himself, gave him a will to gov- 
ern his wishes and called him man, and set him in the early garden. 
Man was to live,there and be happy. He was to honor and worship 
his maker, God. Gcd was pleased with His work or creation because 
it was good, and Adam walked about the garden talking with God 
and blessing God: He was like God. We are told that God made him 
from the clay, the earth, and He breathed the breath of life into his 
nostrils and man then became “a living soul’—‘‘so Adam was made 
a living soul.” 


“The last Adam was made a quickening spirit.” This is another 
individual and another soul. This last Adam was promised to man, 
when man pushed from the early garden into the world to earn his 
living. ‘To eat his bread by the sweat of his face.” God could not 
turn his man Adam, out into the world to die without saying to him, 
‘Some day I will send a redeemer to the world to lead you and all 
of your kind back to God. I cannot do this until I develop a certain 
people who will have the right type of mind, religious inclinations and 
desires and attitude for the spiritual things as found in heaven: but 
some day that person will come, and when he does he will give to all 
mankind a privilege of being redeemed.” 
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Nearly 2900 years ago that promise was fulfilled and realized. 
There was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea a baby boy. He 
was born to Joseph and Mary. He was begotten by the Holy Spirit. 
So they called his name Jesus Christ, because He was to save his peo- 
ple from their sins. He was the second Adam. He was spiritual. 
This was proven when he was crucified on a Roman cross, buried and 
the third day he arose from the tomb and was alive and in heaven. So 
the second Adam was Spiritual from the beginning. 


Paul said Adam was natural but Jesus was spiritual. I think Paul 
means that Adam was made from the earth and had all the qualities 
of an earthly life. He disobeyed God’s word and had to be punished. 
His punishment was in the form of changing him from being totally 
spiritual to a carnal state where he must die in order for his spirit 
to receive a spiritual body to live with the father in heaven. The 
body was earthy because it was made from the earth and it was being 
renewed day by day from the plants and animals of the earth, the 
same as it is today. When man dies his body decomposes and goes 
back to dust, to earth. Jesus seemed to be different. When he died 
and was placed in the tomb after three days he came forth with the 
same body with all the marks of rough treatment upon it: the nail 
prints in his hands, the wound in his side placed there by a Roman 
soldier, the scratches and scars on his brow, made by the sharp and 
cruel thorns. If it had been earthy before his death, it had been 
changed to spiritual and eternal some time while in the tomb or just 
when he was being brought back to life again. 


“Adam was from the earth but Jesus was from Heaven.” This 
thought is similar to the one discussed above. Paul restates this 
thought in order to give strength and force to his argument. I think 
that we can say that even though Adam was made by God as a special 
act of creation, yet he was earthy in a different sense from Jesus. Man 
seemed to know but little about God. All he knew about Him was 
what he learned by listening to a voice or seeing angels, or dreaming 
dreams, while Jesus seemed to know in a more intimate way that 
God was his Father. For He said, “If you have seen Me you have seen 
the Father—I and the Father are One. I came to do the will of my 
Father who sent Me.” Jesus talks in such an intimate way about His 
Father that we feel that there was a little closer connection between 
i Father and the Son than there was between the first Adam and 

od. 


“As we bear the image of Adam so shall we bear the image of 
Jesus.” Of course, we are to bear the image of Adam, because Adam 
and Eve were our forefathers, and all of us are descendants of Adam 
and Eve, while we may not bear their direct characteristics and habits 
yet the fundamental principle and frame and outline is the same. 
They were human beings, so are we. They bore the image of God 
so are we in the image of God. We have a mind, a will, emotion and 
a soul. These are all characteristic of God, and of our first parents. 
So we bear the image of Adam. “So shall we bear the image of Jesus 
or the second Adam.” 


When Jesus was here on earth, he too had the image of God. 
So we shall be like him, both in body and in spirit. So when we are 
given our new body it will be spiritual as Jesus’ body was spiritual. 


19 


to live immortal.” The sound of the horn will be different from any 
thing that we have ever heard or ever shall hear. He will blow the 
horn until every soul is awakened and raised to a new glorification 
like Jesus. 


They shall be different at that very time. They have been mortal 
now they are to be immortal. They will be changed at once into 
glorious heavenly beings. This new body will never break or wear 
away as our earthly bodies do. Then I think these new bodies 
will be very beautiful. They are the height of perfection. No matter 
how our bodies have been here, if our life has been right here, our 
bodies will be beautiful and glorified. 


We are reminded of the ugly worm crawling along on the ground 
in the dust; as it crawls along in the dust and dirt, it grows tired of 
crawling and of living as a worm. Then we see it stop and it spins 
a web, a house around it, and then we watch it longer and finally we 
see a very beautiful butterfly born and soon it begins to wave its 
wings and soon it can rise and fly away. It has been changed ints 
a very beautiful butterfly; a creature that everyone enjoys watching. 
This butterfly may have all the colors of the rainbow, it is very beau- 
tiful. So it is with the immortality of the soul. When man dies and 
goes into the tomb, and comes out again his body and spirit will be 
just as beautiful and wonderful as the butterfly. 


“When this mortal shall have put on immortality and the cor- 
ruption shall have put on incorruption then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written. Oh! death where is thy sting; Oh! grave 
where is thy victory. For Jesus in his resurrection took the sting 
from death and the victory from the grave.” Then He conquered 
death and the grave, and brought immortality to light through the 
preaching of the gospel. 


This morning I close my series of devotions with you on the radio. 
I have discussed with you the entire fifteenth chapter of I Corinthians. 
I have tried to explain it to you that in a way; it might be helpful 
to you for today and every day. 


END. 
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